DESQUAMATIVE ORAL MUCOUS
MEMBRANE DISEASES
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The oral cavity is considered the “window” to the systemic status of an
individual, because the oralcavity is unique. The structure of the oral mucous
membrane resenmbles the skin in many ways. It is composed of the epithelium
and the connective tissue. The connective tissue component of the oral mucosa
is called the lamina propria which is comparable to the dermis or corium of
the skin. This basic structure of the oral mucous membrane including the
gingiva, implies a design for a particular purpose and to acco}ﬁ?[isﬁ a
particular task, For the human oral mucous membrane, this task is protection.
They are designed in such a way so as to provide the frame wor/{‘fbrperiéﬁera[
body defense, just as the skin gives an external body protection. A sopﬁigticatecf

system of repair and healing is also provided.

However, tae oral mucosa is thin, and in a diseased state, erosions,
ulcerations and desquamation will result in easy traumatisation and

‘v
susceptibility to secondary infections by the oral flora.

Various systemic pathologic conditions, more commonly dermatoses (skin
diseases) and also chronic bacterial and mycotic infections and drug erﬁptions,
and at times hormonal influences are accompanied by the involvement. of the
oral mucous membrane, including the gingiva, which are characterized by

erosive, desquamative and vesiculo-bullous lesions.

Tor many years, erosive and desquamative lesions of the oral mucosa and

gingiva were ternicd” desquamative gingivitis”, and certain workers even .
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