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The tongue, as the speech producing organ, has

fascinated mankind for a long time.

Aesop, the progenitor of immortal fables, when
still a slave, was asked By his master to prepare the
best possible sweet dish. He chose to make the dish from
the tongue of a sheep. The next day, when asked to make
another pungent dish, he again made it from the tongue.
Trying to pacify his angry master, Aesop explained, that
he did so because the tongue is the sweetest of the
organs when it utters pleasing words, and the most

.

pungent, when it hurls abuses and insults =

Shankaracharya composed hymns dedicated to the
tongue, called as 'Jivhaprarthana', 1n which he
addressed the tongue as the dearest of his friends, and
urged the tongue to utter always noble words and
thoughts, and refrain from frivolous and slanderous

speech.

The tongue has attracted the attention of the
orthodontists for almost a century now, because of 1its
proximity to the jaws and the dental arches. Numerous
attempts have been made in the study of the tonguéj to
try to comprehend the exact role played by it in
molding the shape and size of the Jaws and dental

arches.



