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The gingival sulcus is under continuous challenge
by myriads of living bacteria and their. toxic antigenic
products. The classic experiments by Loe, et, al. Theilade and

38,12,66 h.vye established and the recent

other investigators
studies have confirmed the impact of microbial plaque as the
primary etiological factor for the initiation and progression
of periodontal diéease.lg’61

There is evidence to support the hypothesis that
chronic destructive periodontitis is episodic in nature with
exacerbation of active destruction alternating with periods
of quiescence. These different phases could possibly be reflect-
ed from the virulence of microorganisms. In the healthy perio-
dontium of both humans and experimental animals, polymorphonucle-
ar leukocyte (PMN) have been demonstrated to migrate towards or
reside within the junctional and sulcular epithelium. With
plague accumulation and development of clinical inflamma-
tion, »initially there 1is an increase in the number of
PMN'S, with a predominance of lymphocytes and.mpnocytes in the
early lesion and that of plasma cells in a established leéébn.

Inflammatory periodontal disease is an almost ubiqui-

tous disorder in the adult population. This does not imply

however that in a given individual all parts of the



