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ANTRQDUCT I ON

The maxillofacial surgeon is encountered with a plethora of
patients in his/her day to day clinical surgical practice. They
include both apparently normal 1individuals and the medically

compromised patients with single or multi system disorders.

The successful management of these various groups of pa-
tients is a constant challenge. To meet this challenge thg maxil-
lofacial surgeon in particular, and the dentist in general, is
called upon to evaluate not only the local but also the systemic
factors responsible for it and their implications in dental or

oral surgical procedures.

One of the most frequently encountered medically compromised
individuals in oral surgical practice are the cardiovascular
compromised patients. Of these patients the commonest diseases

which require attention are hypertension(primary and secondary)

and myocardial infarctions.

The medical status of this patients has an important bearing
on the dental management, as they are more prone for stress,

aggravation of their medical conditions and pain control.

To achieve these objectives without compromising their medi-
cal status the maxillofacial surgeon has to employ certain drugs
like local anaesthetics along with reassurance and constént moni-
toring coupled with active interactions with cardiologists and
physicians, to successfully manage this group of patients. The

most commonly used local anaesthetics contain vasoconstrictors,



